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Ramblers' Association (Lake District Area) 
Reports to Area Council: July - September 2014 

 
Access (Malcolm Petyt) 
I was approached by one of the Cumbria 
County Council rangers, who said that she is 
considering reviving a project that has been 
dormant for some time. This concerns 
gradient mapping of paths, as an aid to those 
looking for routes that could be suitable for the 
less mobile. (A similar exercise was carried 
out for the Yorkshire Dales National Park 
some years ago.) If this goes ahead, she may 
seek help on the ground from the Ramblers. 

Local Access Forums 
The next scheduled meeting of the Lake 
District National Park Local Access Forum 
has been cancelled because changes in 
personnel and duties within the National Park 
have resulted in Dave Robinson (the officer 
responsible for the forum) being moved to a 
different post, and no replacement having yet 
been identified. Meanwhile the Forum 
continues to function by email, mainly 
involving comment on proposed path changes 
or fencing affecting access land. 

The Yorkshire Dales National Park Local 
Access Forum  and its sub-groups continue to 
function, but a considerable number of new 
members are required this year.  

The problem of those who seek appointment 
but then stay only a fairly short time seems to 
affect the forums in both National Parks, as 
does the difficulty in recruiting people who will 
represent landowning interests. 
 
Countryside (Pauline Goodridge) 
Three consultations have been responded to: 
No objection was made to the proposal for the 
construction of a multi-user route (1.7 miles) 
with environmental enhancements between 
Seascale and Gosforth. (north side B5344 
road).  

Support was given to the replacement of a 
shared-use footbridge over the Cumbria 
Coastal Railway at Currock, Carlisle.  

An objection was raised to the proposal for a  
solar farm covering 18.61 hectares between  
Woodend and Moor Row, Egremont. A public 
footpath between Bigrigg and Cleator crosses 
the site and high security fencing on the 
route and possible glare and glint from the 
25,692 solar modules will change the nature 
of this countryside route.  

There is an ongoing consultation until 28 
November on the North West Coast Moorside 
Power Station Connection, which will be 
responded to.  
 
England Coast Path (Ian Brodie) 
Following the announcement from the Deputy 
Prime Minister that funds should be made 
available to complete the England Coast Path 
by 2020, we are again moving to a focus on 
the route in Cumbria. 

Shortly after Area Counci,l I expect the formal 
consultation on the route from Whitehaven to 
Silecroft. Given the issues we have previously 
experienced with a few landowners in this 
area, I await the proposed route with added 
interest. 

I have also agreed to meet Sir Tony 
Cunningham, Natural England, Maryport Golf 
Club, and other interested parties in early 
October to further discuss the coastal erosion 
problems between Maryport and Allonby. 

Finance (Phil Wraith) 
During the months of August and September, 
donations of £ 7,800 were made to Lake 
District National Park from the Sharpe legacy. 
This brings the total for the year to £ 9,800. 
We have now been reimbursed for the May 
Ease of Use survey (£92). 

Since there has been no indication to the 
contrary, I think it is safe to assume that the 
area budget for 2014-15 has been accepted 
by Central Office. 
The financial year ended on 3h September, 
and group treasurers are reminded that 
financial returns must be completed and 
returned to me by 21 October. 

 
Footpath Secretary (Dennis Pook) 
Sharpe Legacy 
The following grants have now been paid: 

 £4,000 to the Fix the Fells project at 
Gowbarrow, near Aira force. 

 £2,000 for the new footbridge in 
Swindale. 

 £1,000 for upgrading the track from 
Dalegarth station to the iron girder bridge 
over the River Esk in Eskdale  
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The £800 promised to the Friends of the Lake 
District for two new gates at the woodland 
being created adjacent to the Coast to Coast 
route at Grasmere will be paid once the gates 
are installed. The contractors are expected on 
site in October. 

There is no further word as yet on the 
proposed creation of a right of way over the 
slate bridge at Carhullen, for which we have 
agreed to pay the advertising costs. 

Grants to CCC 
As agreed with the Area Treasurer no new 
money is to be allocated to the 2014-15 Area 
budget but the £3000 previously allocated and 
as yet unspent will be carried forward. 

Lost Ways 
I asked those members who would like to 
attend a Cumbria County Council workshop to 
register their interest with Andy Sims directly. 
By chance, I met Andy at a recent public 
inquiry where he did confirm that the 
workshop will go ahead once he has 
organised a mutually convenient date. 
 
Gordon Walker Chalet 
Bookings (Denise Copson) 
Bed nights booked October 2013 to October 
2014 = 966 (last year 1111).  
Booking fees October 2013 to October 2014 = 
£9,448 (last year £9,792).  
Donations for footpath work October 2013 to 
October 2014 = £161.50 (last year £133). 

Development (Tony Iles) 
During August, discussions about the 
proposed development took place on site with 
Dominic Southworth (Ramblers Chief 
Executive) and Christine Grant (Ramblers 
Director of Services). Subsequently, views 
and advice were received from Central Office. 
A copy of these observations has been sent to 
the Finance and Operations subcommittee of 
the Board of Trustees for their information and 
consideration. A summary is as follows.  
The Board of Trustees had previously decided 
that the development must be at no cost and 
without risk to the Ramblers national 
organisation. The chalet is regarded as a 
national asset, regardless of local 
management. Concern was expressed about 
the value we have put on volunteer 
maintenance in our business plan. It was 
considered that volunteer maintenance could 
not be guaranteed in the long term and that 
loan funders would need to be satisfied that a 

loan was serviceable regardless of the 
volunteer element.  

It was noted that the estimated development 
cost did not include internal furnishing. It was 
considered that this should be included. It was 
also noted that the most recent cost estimate 
was made in 2011 and that revised costs 
were needed.  

The current business plan was thought to be 
inadequate to obtain a commercial loan. 
Lenders would seek security from the 
Ramblers, which increases the need for a 
robust business plan. 

Any loan would need the express approval of 
the Board of Trustees.  

As things stand it is felt that we will struggle to 
obtain a grant from Sport England to cover 
total cost of the project. This being the case, 
the Ramblers suggests that we look at 
extending the existing chalet to enable us to 
achieve (to an extent) the improvements to 
the accommodation that we are seeking. It is 
thought our existing accumulated rebuilding 
fund might well cover such an option.  

Whilst a Sport England grant will continue to 
be pursued, this option is being seriously 
considered.  

The use of a community interest company to 
govern the chalet in the future is viewed as 
unnecessarily complicated and not needed. 
None-charitable activities (not clear what this 
includes) could be covered by Ramblers 
Enterprises Ltd (the Ramblers trading 
subsidiary). In any event, the replacement of 
the septic tank will be progressed. 

 Currently, negotiations are on going with the 
land agents over the siting of the facility. 

North Pennines Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONB) (Charlie 
Shepherd) 
Notes from the meeting of the Access and 
Recreation Committee meeting of 4 
September 2014: 

1. County councils  
All are experiencing pressure on resources for 
footpaths and public access teams. Attempts 
to get 800m exclusion zones around occupied 
premises for wind turbines will continue. 

2. Natural England 
The web site is being improved. 
Open access consultations continue with the 
aim of maintaining at least existing open 
access after the next review. 
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3. Pennine way 
Cross Fell shelter has been restored. A 
celebration is planned for the weekend 25/26 
April 2015. 
The BBC has nearly completed filming a 
three-part programme for next year. ITV, with 
Julia Bradbury, is also planning a programme. 

4. Shadow Trail Partnership 
The partnership, well led by Yorkshire Dales 
Nathional Park, is working wel. The full 
partnership, planned for the end of March, is 
intended to involve Ramblers among others. 

5. Allen Valleys Project 
The project, which has been approved, will 
cover the East Tyne and West Tyne from 
watersheds to the main river.  

5. Isaac's Tea trail  
There is revived interest in improving this 
route. 
6. Electric bikes 
There are six hiring points in the Allen Valley. 
Four bikes are available in Alston; more are 
planned. plus future planned. 
7. Access to nature reserves.  
Natural England is planning to dedicate most 
of its freehold properties for access on foot. 
Some properties are "land locked", which 
makes access impossible 
 

Publicity (Malcolm Petyt) 
I have had no contacts from the media in the 
past quarter. 
 
Membership at 30 September 2014  
(Brenda Iles)  

Group 30 June 
2014 

30 Sep 
2014 

Change 

Carlisle 182 181 -1 
Furness 135 131 -4 
Grange 127 120 -7 
Kendal 352 351 -1 
Lancaster 273 268 -5 
Penrith 351 341 -10 
Summitt G 24 24 - 
Not in 
group 

133 127 -6 

Totals 1577 1543 -34 
 
 
 
 
 


